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An Analysis of Farmers’ Collective Inaction in Rural Environmental
Governance and Its Turning Logic

DU Yangiang LIU Nuojia CHEN Ligen

Abstract: In the governance of public affairs such as the rural environment in China, it is often possible to observe a paradox:
public participation is frequent in policy texts and academic research, while in practice farmers seldom participate in public affairs.
Based on the concept of “collective inaction”, this article analyzes why the phenomenon of collective inaction of farmers in the
process of rural environmental governance arises and how to change its direction, and constructs a theoretical framework of analysis
on the relationship between the government level, the village level and the individual level of farmers. The study finds that
collective inaction is a special way for farmers to participate in rural environmental governance. This phenomenon is the result of
multiple factors such as the dislocation of the government’s role and its negative responses, the insufficient governance capacity
during the rural transition period, and the mismatch between farmers’ rights and responsibilities. To change this situation, the key
logic of farmers’ collective inaction in rural environmental governance is to clarify the behavior boundary between the government

and farmers, innovate environmental governance methods, and build an interest linkage mechanism.

Keywords: Collective Inaction; Rural Environmental Governance; Public Participation; Villager
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