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The Protection of Women’s Rights in Rural Areas During the Collective
Property Rights System Reform: From the Perspective of Feminist
Economics

Hui Jianli

Abstract: Women’s rights and interests are generally damaged during the collective property rights system reform in rural China. It
is inconsistent with modern legal concepts of equality between men and women, and has been an obstacle to the sustainable
economic and social development. This article conducts an analysis from the perspective of feminist economics, aiming at
improving women’s economic condition and social status. Based on cases of disputes over membership of rural collective
economic organizations on the Chinese Judicial Document Network and local legislative documents, the study uses qualitative
research method and investigates the protection of women’s rights and interests in the collective property rights system reform in
rural areas. The study points out that the flaws in the legal system, limitations on villagers self-governance and an imbalance of
economic interest relationship are the main factors that hinder the protection of rural women’s rights and interests. In the process of
comprehensively deepening the collective property rights system reform in rural areas, China should improve the legal system and
villagers’ self-governance system to protect rural women’s rights and interests. Meanwhile, a new objective of protecting rural
women’s rights and interests in the new era should be defined as comprehensive development of gender equality and economic
growth.

Key Words: Rural Area; Collective Property Rights; WWomen; Rights and Interests; Feminist Economics
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