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Acquaintance Society, Village Mobilization and Endogenous Development:
A Case Study of Yuanjiacun in Shaanxi Province

MaHui Pang Xin XiYunxiao Zhou Li

Abstract: Endogenous development emphasizes that the process of development is controlled locally, the choice of development is
determined locally, and the benefits of development remain locally. The endogenous development of rural areas is inseparable from
local social mobilization. However, the existing studies mainly focus on the problem of power sources or mobilization mechanism
in the endogenous development of villages, ignoring the specific scene of the endogenous development of villages, that is, the social
basis of acquaintances embedded in the rural development. Based on the development reality of Yuanjiacun in Shaanxi Province,
this article conducts a single-case embeddedness analysis to explore the background factors and mobilization mechanism of the
acquaintance society in village mobilization. The study finds that the three characteristics of rural acquaintance society, namely,
acquaintance net, human relationship mechanism and face view, have the functions of promoting information symmetry, serving as
a resource transmission network. They can encourage some people to become rich first and then bring along the poor, and maintain
the village consensus, thus assisting resource mobilization, participation mobilization and concept mobilization, and promoting the
realization of the endogenous development of the village.

Key Words: Acquaintance Society; Village Mobilization; Endogenous Development
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