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Political Leverage and Institutional Arrangement: The Evolution and
Typology of New County Elite Organizations

Jiang Yiwei

Abstract: New county elite organizations are not “one side of a thousand villages”. Because of the distinction between
“endogenous” and “external” aspects in the process of institutional evolution, as well as the differences in resource endowment of
village elites, different forms of new county elite organizations have emerged. Based on an investigation of the evolution of new
county elite organizations in ten villages in Northern and Southern Zhejiang, this article constructs four ideal types of new county
elite organizations, namely, a mutual benefit type, an auxiliary type, a profit-sharing type and a consultation type, taking the
“political leverage of members” and “the institutional arrangement evolution” as two dimensions. Then, the study analyzes the
formation, evolution and functions of four types of new county elite organizations from three aspects of individual action, social
network and existing institutional environment. Finally, it verifies the four types of divisions in ten villages, and further discusses the
applicable conditions for the emergence of new county elite organizations, as well as the relationship between the emergence of new
county elite organizations and local elites or migrant elites, cultural elites or political and economic elites.

Key Words: Political Leverage; Institutional Arrangement; New County Elite Organization; Evolution; Typology
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